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Introduction

The “back of the class” effect has been recognised
for years: students who sit further away from the
teacher are more likely to disengage, receive less
attention, and in some cases, achieve lower results.’
It's a dynamic that can quietly shape outcomes in
every classroom.

New research, commissioned by Epson (see
methodology), shows this divide is still very much
present today — and may even be amplified by the way
technology is used in schools. For educators, the issue
is no longer just about seating plans. In classrooms
increasingly reliant on flatscreens or touchscreen

displays, teachers themselves feel tethered to the | - ! ')
front of the room. || ;-.
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Figure 1
Percentage of teachers in each country
who want the freedom to move around
the classroom while still presenting and
supporting students
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Without the freedom to move, a long-standing This report explores how classroom technology
challenge risks becoming harder to solve. It's why and layout can unintentionally sideline students at a
an overwhelming majority of teachers (81 per cent) distance, and why teachers are calling for the freedom
across Europe now call for the “freedom to roam,” to move and teach wherever they’re needed most.

where they’re able to present and move around
the classroom to provide equal help to students,
regardless of where they sit (Figure 1).
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